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bishops and nine archimandrites, all seventeen being mem-
bers of the Holy Synod; twenty-one other archimandrites,
twenty-six ordinary priests, nineteen deacons, and fifty-five
lay brothers, making a total of one hundred and thirty-
eight.1 Some of the bishops are in partibus, but others have
been criticised by the native Syrians for not residing in
their sees. Seventy-six members of the order are resident
elsewhere in Jerusalem and vicinity, while the other holy
places of Palestine are guarded by one hundred and seventy-
one other members, lodged in monasteries or other estab-
lishments east and west of the Jordan. The traveller
from Jerusalem to Jericho should turn aside to look across
the deep canyon of the Wady-el-Kelt at the Monastery of
Mar Yuhan'na (Saint John), which clings to the opposite
cliff. He may also note the ladders which lead to the en-
trances of the cells of hermits, who still inhabit caves in
this desolate gorge. The convent also has establishments
in Constantinople, Athens, Cyprus, Crete, and Moscow.
The entire membership of this closest of close corporations
is over four hundred. How deeply the native Syrians re-
sent their exclusion from the brotherhood, which is in the
hands of an Ionian hierarchy, we have seen already. The
members on entering the order take the vows of obedience
and chastity, but not that of poverty. At death, however,
all properties in the possession of monks lapse to the gen-
eral fund.

The great convent contains three churches, the largest
of which is dedicated to Saint Thekla, hence the establish-
ment was called the Monastery of Saint Thekla, in 1400.
Contiguous to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre are the
churches of Helena and of Constantine. In the former
mass is said daily, except on Good Friday and on the
two Sundays preceding Lent. The convent library con-
tains about three thousand manuscripts and ten thousand
printed books. Among the former are over one hundred
ancient Greek works on vellum, including the famous
Didache, or Teaching of the Apostles, found in the Jeru-
salem library at the Phanar, on the Golden Horn, Con-

1 See Appendix.